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Every 
Cloud……

The software industry has developed a range of products to 
help relieve that chore. These range from data input solutions 
to accounting software.  All are designed to save time and 
improve financial management.

Cloud based software has made it much easier for businesses 
to share their accounting information with us. It enables us to 
review information more frequently than ever before so that 
errors can be identified and rectified and queries can be 
reviewed and cleared as and when they arise. Far fewer issues 
remain to be resolved at the year-end. It also delivers timely 
management information through the year to help you take 
business decisions.

An example of a data input product is ReceiptBank. This 
enables you to take photos of receipts using a smartphone. It 
automatically extracts the accounting information from the 
invoice or receipt and then transfers it to your accounting 
software together with the photo of the receipt.

Every business owner’s number one priority is, quite rightly, 
the day to day running of their business, making sure goods 
and services are delivered to customers and that things run 
as efficiently as possible. Maintaining accounting records is 
often seen as an unavoidable chore.  

You can find more information on the band and upcoming tour 
dates on their website: www.direstraitsexperience.com 

At that time, Dire Straits was quite a large organisation, as 
bands go, which meant that all I really had to think about was - 
had I packed the right clothes for the time of year and for the 
countries we were visiting and were all of my saxophones 
definitely in the flight case.  Yes, I did have to try to keep track 
of a few receipts so I could explain things to my accountant on 
return, but nothing major really. 

A few years back, following a request from a charity, I started 
revisiting those Dire Straits songs with some other ex Dire 
Straits players and business partner Terence Reis. 

Much to our surprise, it was quickly obvious that a lot of 
people still want to be able to come and hear/see those songs 
performed as we did back in the day. To that end, Terence and 
I are now a limited company performing shows under the name 
of ‘The Dire Straits Experience.’ Between September and 
December this year, we will be touring in both the northern and 
southern hemisphere. We will cover more countries and 
continents in the next four months than ever before. 

One unintended consequence of our success is that it now 
falls to me to keep track of all the paperwork ! 

Frankly, it’s not what I am best at.  Sax solo, yes. Suitcase full 
of receipts…. Nightmare!

However, AC Mole & Sons partner Lexi Shore has just 
introduced me to ReceiptBank. 

She has saved my skin. I now take a photo of every receipt on 
my phone and press submit. Job done. Receipt in the bin, not 
in the suitcase. 

I Love It.

Thank you Lexi.”

It has been more than 35 years since the opening line of 
Sultans of Swing was first heard being broadcast around the 
world, introducing us to what has become a musical universe 
unto itself: the music of Dire Straits.

Over 20 years have passed since Dire Straits disbanded, but 
an invitation to play a series of shows has seen original band 
member Chris White and Terence Reis collaborating again for 
The Dire Straits Experience. 

Aware that Chris and the band members were travelling 
regularly for shows, and trying to deal with a raft of paperwork 
and business administration we were very pleased to be able 
to introduce them to our cloud accounting service to simplify 
matters, and let them get on with playing music!

As part of our service we handle the bookkeeping and record 
keeping for the business, using receipts which Chris submits 
using his Smartphone from anywhere in the world. We use 
cloud accounting software to handle the VAT returns and 
paperwork, enabling us to compile real-time management 
information and to discuss tax and business planning 
opportunities during the year. 

Here original Dire Straits band member Chris White, talks 
about his background and his experience of digital record 
keeping… 

“I consider myself very fortunate to have had a long and very 
happy career as a professional Musician. A lot of my career has 
involved extensive travel for long periods. Through the 1980’s 
and 90’s, a huge chunk of this was as part of the band Dire 
Straits. 

Music and business on the go
“You get a shiver in the dark…”

QuickBooks Online is our favoured cloud accounting software 
(though we do, of course, work with other leading accounting 
software brands such as Sage). QuickBooks Online can be 
accessed anywhere using a mobile device such as a 
smartphone and can also be accessed by us which means 
that real time help, information and reporting is possible. Bank 
transactions can be downloaded automatically, reducing the 
need for data input. Analysis is automated (though you and we 
can of course still review - and if necessary change - it).

We offer a range of software packages and cloud accounting 
services to suit your business needs, from a full bookkeeping 
service to data analysis and periodic reporting. We understand 
that no two businesses are the same and we tailor our 
packages to ensure that they meet the needs of individual 
clients. Our staff are fully trained in the use of cloud 
accounting solutions and are able to offer comprehensive 
training and ongoing support.

If you would like further information we would be delighted to 
discuss what would best suit your business.


